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Known for being a modern-day Renaissance man, James has established 
himself as an inventive and musically sensitive director of theatre, musicals, 
and film. He is a freelance director whose credits include Of Mice and Men, 
Jesus Christ Superstar, Raisin in the Sun, Taming of the Shrew, Equus, 12 
Angry Jurors and Proof just to name a few. His plays and musicals have been 
workshopped or produced at the Mark Taper Forum Annex, the Laity Theatre 
Company, New Musicals, Inc. and the Chameleon Theatre Circle. James 
brings a wealth of knowledge and experience to every project he works on.  
 
James also composes music. His music style covers musical genres such as 
Orchestral, Contemporary Classical, Instrumental, Soundtrack, Jazz and Soul. 
 
James spent his early career working with youth at-risk in the inner city of Los 
Angeles, Watts and the neighboring suburb of Compton, California. He worked 
as a drop-out retrieval counselor and later as an independent study teacher. In 
total he spent 24 years in education. James retired from full-time teaching in 
2007 to pursue his love of the arts. 
 
He and his wife would then bring their non-profit foundation Laity Institute of the 
Arts online to facilitate afterschool programming with the local school districts 
with programs in art, dance, music, and theatre.  
 
James is a member of BMI, The Dramatist Guild of America, The American 
Composers Forum, The Playwrights Center, The National Association of Negro 
Musicians, Inc., Composers Diversity Collective, Theatre West, The Society of 
Composers & Lyricists and the American Society of Music Arrangers and 
Composers 
 
James has a BA in Theatre from California State University Dominguez Hills. 
He later attended UCLA where he completed the Film Scoring program. He 
also holds an Executive MBA from Grand Canyon University. He spent his 
early years growing up in Riverside, California. 
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